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REFORTS INDICATE PROBABLE SELF-SUFFICIENCY
N COTTON ABND FOODSTUFFS FOR 1950 IN CHIFA;

ORTEEAST BUMPER HARVEDY FROVOKES WARNING

[Te Ceptral People’s govermment, 1s making an attempt to vipe
st Phina’s dependence on outside sources for her food and cotton
supply. The 1950 production goale weare intended to accomplish
hos  Saptember reports indicated that the production goals of
sif- millios catties of food and 13 million market piculs of cot-
saz would be reached and even surpassed. Governmeny reports in-
dirnte gond posgibility of self-sufficiency in these items.

-

The §or-haast Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry warmns that
+pe mumper crop in vhe area brings with it the danger of farmers
slackecing their afforts. Though Heilungklang Province has gen-
erally besn vegardsd ae oo cold for successful cotton raising,
gaperimentars are finding it profiteble. The use of modern ma-
chinery oo Northeast farms is producing increases of up to k00 per-
capt in yiclds of beans.

The 1950 food crep in Noxth China is 4,100,000,000 catties
greater thau the 1949 crops. The incresse over 1949 in cotton
poductisn is 1,600,000 plculs. A pumping equipment (for irri-
gation) factory has been started in T'al-an, Shantung. Peanut
collaction wsd inadequate and 60 percent of the cotton collected
for taxes in 19U9 vaz below standard. It is hoped that this ex-
perisrca may prove beaneficial. The production of nmuis, orchard
syapts. and madicinal herbs in Hopeh Province is a very important
ferror 1n e tonal agricultural effort of the province. Some
daczaess io production 18 noted.

Agriculture and foresiry leaders of Kiangsl Province in con-
fevazes in October learmed that the 1950 paddy rice crop in the
prowince vas 961,000 piculsygreater then in 194%5. Betier cultlva-
s17n methods, increased use of fertilizer, and extensive flood

o3

prevaension efforts are credited for the increase. Some 100,000 ‘

Jomestic animals were inoculated vith domesuically produced serums.
Over 3 milliow trees were planted.
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The China Cotton Yarn and Clo.h Company bought 10 million cat-
ties of cotton during the latter part of August. Price ratios
with foodstuffs have been adjusted. Soviet specialists now in
China have been giving valuable advice on planning, techniques,
ap. methods of state-operated farming.

MOBILIZES FARM LABOR TO PRODUCE MORE FOOD IN 1950 -~ Peiping; Kuang-ming Jih-
pao, 18 Nov 50

According to reports of the Minister of Agriculture, the Prime Minister,
and a member of the Economic and Finance Committee of the Central People's gove
ernment, made at different times during the year (the sccond report being made
as late as the end of September ), the nation's 1950 goal of 240 billion cat-
ties of grain and 13 million market piculs lffnuuket picul equals 110.23 pounq§7
of cotton would be reached and probably surpassed so tbat the country would be
almost self-sufficient in cotton and entirely self-sufficient in food.

Estimates place percentages ratios of production of rice, wheat and other
various foodstuffs at 37, 13, and 50 percent, respectively, of the total food-
gtuff production of 1950, The total 1950 production of all three itypes of food-
stuffs is expected to be 241,313,980,000 catties. This will allow a per=-capita
unprocessed foodstuff distribution of 503 catties, or 121 catties over the 1949
per-capita consumption, on the basis of a population of 480 million.

Cultivated land (including presently fallow land) throughout China amounts
to 1,475,119,447 mou ZT mou equals 1 1/6 acq§7 or about 10.2 percent of the to-
tal land area of the country and slightly over 61 percent of the arable area.
0f the cultivated area, 27.1 percent, or 339,776,540 mou, is planted in paddy
rice. The remsinder is devoted to dry-land crops and amounts to 1,075,342,907
mou. About 90 percent of the cultiveted area is devoted to food crops amd 10
percent to industrial crops.

During the past several decades, owing to faulty distribution policies,
poor transport facilities, venality of big business and lethargy of the author-
ities, foreign foodstuffs were imported as the only way to relieve an estimated
23=percent shortage of domestic supply. Accerding to data considered relishle,
the annual import of foreign fcodstuffs for the prewar years 1932-36 was
6,721,317,800 catties. :

Such a dependence on outside sources for the essential factors of the peo«
ple's livelihood without making an attempt at domestic self-sufficlency consti-
tutes a seriocus threat to national existence.

The Central People’s government set 1950 goals at an increase of 10 percent
over 1949 production in newly liberated areas, and at overcoming famine condi-
tions in calamity areas.

Statistical goals are as follows: ' An increase for the whole nation of 10
billion catties of foodstuffs during 1950 as well as industrial self-sufficiency
in cotton. Foodstuff production increases were apportioned to the various areas
as follows: ’ )

Area No of Catties

Northeast

North Chfna

East China (o0ld liberated ares)
East China (newly liberated area)
Central South China

Honan Province

Northwest Eold liberated area)
Northwest (newly liberated area)
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To implement the program, the government advocates the following measures:
(1) mobilize farm labor on a large scale, (2) increase acreage, (3) iucrease use
of superior s=eds, {4) step up breeding of work animals and other domestic ani-
mals, (5) increase use of fertilizer, (6) guard ageinst plant diseases and pests,
(7) increase facilities for manufacture and repair of agricultural implements,
and (8) increase application of scientific methods.

NORTHEAST AGRICULTURE MINISTRY REVEALS PROGRESS AND DANGERS == Mukden, Tung-pel
Jih-pao, 22 Nev 50

The Northeast Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry has issued a report in-
dicating that by seed selectlon, hard vwork, and increased use of fertilizer and
machinery, many areas of the Northeast have enjoyed a fine harvest which they,
have already completed.

However, in other areas the very abundance of the harvest has led some farmers
to be slack in their harvesting and threshing activities. Many still do not have
their crops gethered or threshed, and instead of accelerating their activities they .
are taking time off to indulge in feasting and drinking, selling work animals,
and slaughtering hogs 1n-great numbers.

In other areass the farmers are making the most efficient use of their carts
by hauling fertilizer to the fields and bringing in the crops on the retvru trips,
thus hauling a pey load each way.

The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry is planning to hold a conference of
mutual eid and model worker groups in January 1951. Local area leaders are urged
to select and prepare their delegstions soon.

COTTON RAISING INCREASES IN HEILUNGKIANG -- Mukden, Tung-pel Jih-pao, 28 Nov 50

Hellungkiang Province has generally been regarded as havipg too cold a cli-
mate for successful cotton cultivation, but in recent years experimentation has
been going on. During 1950, ylelds of 300 catties of gloned cotton per shang
/1 shang equals 1 1/6 acre/ are reported. While the total amount raised 1s still
small, the prospects are good for increased acreage because of cotton's value as
a cash crop. The above-mentioned cash value is equal to that of the grain yield

on about 7 shang.

KIRIN FARMERS FIND MODERN MACHINERY BETTER -- Mukden, Tung-pei Jih-pso, 12 Nov 50

The advantages of using modern farm machinery have been shown in Kirin Prov-
ince by two neighboring plots of land of 7 mou each, alike iu all respects ex-
cept that modern horse-drawn machinery was employed on one and old-style machin-
ery on the other. The former yielded 3 ,500 catties of beans, whereas the other
field yielded only T68 catties, and the quality of these beans was inferior. -
The results of these and other demonstrations are rapidly giving Kirin farmers
confidence in the new equipment. :

NORTA CHINA HARVESTS BUMPER CROPS == Pao-ting, Hopeh Jih-pao, 30 Nov 50
Peiping, 29 November =- The North China food crop in 1950 amounted to

30,100,000,000 catties which is 4,100,000,000 catties more than the 1949 crup
and 91 percent of prewer production.
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The cotton crop in 1950 was 5,100,000 piculs /one picul equals 133.33 pounds/
or 1,600,000 piculs more than the 1949 crop. In the older liberated areas produc-
tion reached prewar levels.

In addition to good moisture conditions, good leadership, advancement in
mtual-aid programs, mass improvement movements in techniques, and active antipest

measures are credited for the happy results.

PUMP WORKS STARTED IN TAI-AN -= Tsinan, Ta-chung Jib-pao, 11 Nov 50

Forty percent of the land around Tai-an, Shantung, is irrigated by water from
wells. The Taj-an Special Administratlve District authorities have constructed
a small factory in Tai-an for the manufacture and repair of pumping equipment since
irrigation equipment-in the area became very rudown during the long war period.
The factory opened early in November 1950. It is expected that in addition to re-
pair work, 250 pumps will be manufactured by the end of January 1951.

ammon AND DRANTTS TARGELY FATL TO MEET STANDARDS = Shanghai, Chieh-fang Jih-pso,

o]
UV L L v PR et

6 Oct 50

Tsinan - Last year at the time of the collections of cotton and peanuts, the
Shantung Provincinl People’s government stressed the production of industrial raw
materials and sgricultural increases. However, since the work of the propagandists
was inefficient and poorly organized, the desired results were not obtained. Some
farmers resorted to evasive tactics, and the collections generally did not meet
the requiremente, resulting in a grest loss to the national income. A%t present,
the Shantung Finance Bureau is trying to gain from this experience and is working
out a reasonable method for improvement.

According to incomplete data of the Shantung Commerce Bureau, in last year's
cotton tax collections, 60% of the total cotton collected failed to meet standards.

FRUIT AND MEDICINAL HERBS FRODUCTION DECLINES IN HOPEH -« Pao-ting Jih-pao, 23 Nov 50

In the mountain districts of Hopeh Province to the west of the Peiping-Hankow
Railway and along the Greet Wall, the raising of orchard crops and medicinal herbs
is quite extensive; and on tbe plains, a considerable amount of fresh fruilt is

raised.

This year's barvest was about normal, although the chestnut crop in the
Tr -shan Special District and the hemp crop on the plains were excellent.
Hail caused the chestnut crop in Hsing-tal and the persimmon crop in Han-tdn to
decrease by one third, and the walnut crop in T'ang-shan was down 60 percent.
Pear and jujube crops in the T'seng Hsien Special Administrative District were
also down, especially the pear crop, which was down generally from 20 to 50 per-
cent.

The market for certain medicinal herbs has not been good, and it has not
beer possible to persuade the public in the mountain districts to buy on a large
scale. ’

A detailed account follows:

1950 Production No of Catties
Peach seeds ; h,260,000
Apricot seed kernels 1,840,000
Peppers (prewar production over 5 ,000,00(5‘ catties) 1,000,000
Walnuts 970,000
ok "\
CONFIDENTTAL

GHFIDENTIAL

1

50X1-HUM |

]

Sriired Gony Approved for Reisass 5011/00/14 - CIARDPa0 G0556A000600360303-4 mariem

]

]



e

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-OO09A000600380393-4
ﬂ

COFIDENT)y

CONFIDENTIAL - 50X1-HUM
" 1250 Production No of catties
Chestnuts - ° ° 13,800,000
Dried persimmons 52,000,000
Jujube seeds {prewar 600,000 catties) 200,000
Jujubes (prewar 400,000 catties) 200,000
Cauliflower 210,000
Hemp 13,630,000
Black melcn seeds 200,000
Red jujubes {normally 47,600,000 catties) 23,060,000
Hew berries 2,000,000
# estimated

Compiling data on fresh fruit productiou is difficult, due to the large num-
ber of varieties. The total production of apples, plums, and pears is estimated
to have been 120 million catties this year. Plums are raised on a very large
scale in the T'sang Hsien Special Administrative District, and also extensively
in Wei Hsien, the T‘ang-shan Special Administrative District, and in Ting Hsien.
This yeer, T'sang Hsien alone vas able to produce over 2,100,000 catties. .

Phe marketing of produce from the plains areas, such as cauliflower and hemp,
has not been any greet problem, but the demand for jujubes and haw berries from
the mountain districts has not been large. Domestic black Jujubes cannot be mar-
keted, although they can be used for making wine. Other orchard products gener=-
ally have a good market, and the export of peach seeds has been especlally prof-
itable. The market for peppers is large, and a competitive market has developed
between several areas. Figures on completed transactions in Hopeh (including both
private and public enterprises) are as follows:

Apricot Seed Kernels: 2,240,000 catties

The above total is greater than the total production of the province,
the additional amount having been imported from the Northeast. There was not a
large amount in stock among the general public.

Peppers: 540,000 catties
The sbove was one half the total production.

Peach Seeds: 490,000 catties
For the first time this item showed an improvement in the market .

Chestnuts: 1,000,000 catties .
Rather large commercial shipments; possibly topping ome million catties.

Jujubes: 3,490,000 catties

Private cqmmercial shipments have already topped 3,490,000 catties of
Tsang Hsien Special Administrative District Jujubes.

The marketing of fresh fruit is handled entirely by private business, a co-
operative in each district handling & share. The T'sang Hsien Special Administra-
tive District alone has already shipped 4,390,000 catties of plums. Plums from
the south are not evailable to the public at present.

The area producing the largest emount of herbs and medicinal products in the
plein regions 1s An-kuo Hsien, which is able to produce 565,000 catties of various
kinds of medicinal herbs.
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The amount of products from mountain areas is even greater, a total of over
17,200,000 catties of various products having been produced this year (statistics
incomplete) . Production of some jtems exceeded demend, while demand exceeded pro-

duction for others.

On the market, piains products fared well generally, but mountain products
did not bring such good prices. So far, the China Native Products Company has
marketed 2,350,000 catties, cooperatives have marketed 500,000 catties, and private
commercial firms 700,000 catties, making a total of 3,550,000 catties. This
figure represents 20 percent of the total production; the remaining 80 percent to
be marketed. .

KIANGSI HOLDS AGRICULTURAL CONFERENCE == Shanghai, Ta Kung Pao, 11 Nov 50

Nan-ch'ang -= A province-wide conference of agricultural and foresiry leaders
met 26 October 1950 in Nan-chfang under the leadership of the provincial agri-
culture and forestry department to review the year's progress and discuss & 3-
yesr agriculture and forestry plan for the future.

It was reported that intensive cultivation and increased use of fertilizer
had resulted in an increase of 861,000 piculs in the 1950 paddy rice crop which
was 112 percent over the goal. The amount of wild land put under cultivation

totaled 431,264 mou.

Nearly 3 million mou of land that was flooded in 1949 was protected in 1950
by extensive conservancy work. Voluntary repairs of ordinary irrigation projects
by the people benefited 1 ,934,000 mou of land and added 386,800 piculs to the rice
production.

Improved rice seed and US cottonseed were responsible for considerable in-
creases in the production of these items. In addition, 1,860,000 cubic centimeters
of serums for inoculation of, domestic animals were produced and 100,000 animals
vere inoculated. Also, 10,461,217 nursery seedlings were started snd 3,237 ,001
saplings set out.

The conference set as goals: to promote winter cultivatioh and planting;
to repair irrigation facilities, at local expense for gmall proJjects but with
loans from provincial sources for larger projects; to increase the scope of the
afforestation program; and to supply leadership in raising the living staendards
of the people.

HUNAN TEA PRODUCTION UP IN 1950 -=- Shanghai, Ta Kung Pao, 11 Fov 50

Chang-sha == In 1950, the Hunan Province tea crop amounted to 380,000
piculs, an increase of 99 percent over the 1949 production.

COPTON YARN AND CLOTH COMPANY BUYS HUGE COTTON CROP -~ Tientsin, Chin-pu Jih-pac,
15 Sep 50
Peiping, 13 September {(#sin-hua) == Cotton has come on the market early this
year, and during the latter part of August the China Cotton Yarn and Cloth Company
bought 10 million catties, a great deal more than the original plan called for.
Prices have been adjusted during September to bring the ratio from 12-1k cat-

ties of millet and 10 of rice for one catty of cotton to 10 catties of millet and
8 of rice to one catty of cotton.
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SOVIET SPECIALISTS AID CHINESE AGRICULTURE -~ Shangha.:lv, Ta Kung Pao, 11 Nov 50

Soviet agricultural speclalists have rendered valueble aid in accomplishing
the good results attained in Chinese agriculture in 1950. They have given valu-
able advice in; (1) planning agricultural economy, (2) in practical and theo-
retical techniques, and (3) in development of all phases of state-operated furm-

ing.

During the national agricultural conference called late in 1949 by the Min-
istry of Agriculture of ‘the Central People's government to plan 1950 agricultural
activities, the Soviet specialists urged development of cotton cultivation and
promotion of production of tung oil and vegetable oil, the latter to the point
of attaining world prominence. They also gave valuable advice on crop rotation,
seed selection, mechanization, and improvement of farm animals.

After inspection tours in Chine in the spring of 1950, they offered much ad-
vice on agricultural water conservancy.
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